When Diana Hadley suggested I apply for a summer faculty internship last spring, I was surprised. Knowing I would be the first IHSPA intern in the broadcast field only increased the pressure. My broadcast training to that point consisted of a one-week summer workshop for high school students at Ball State, so I hardly felt ready to step into a major-market television station.
Having advised print publications for a few years, I was still in the process of finishing up my first year as a broadcast adviser at Scecina Memorial High School in Indianapolis. Needless to say, I was a little apprehensive in the weeks leading up to the internship. I was afraid I would be treated as a nuisance at best by the pros. Instead, I was greeted pleasantly by producers who seemed glad to have me and welcomed the idea of showing me the ropes so I could better teach my students. 
The executive producer worked with me from the start to establish goals for the internship so I would get what I needed from the experience. As a result, I was able to observe all aspects of broadcast news, from the newsroom chaos to the quiet individual editing stations to the fully automated studio. 
I went out in the field several times with different reporters and photographers, observing them cover everything from a state trooper who was hit by a car on I-465 to angry homeowners who had been duped by a mortgage fraud scheme. I sat in on morning meetings and offered story ideas along with the pros. I wrote scripts for a few voice-over packages and watched in the studio as the anchors read my stories live on the 5:00 news. I even produced the rundown for a four-minute show that airs on Channel Six’s 24/7 news channel. 

As July moves into August, I am excited about beginning a new school year (imagine that). I am so glad I had the opportunity to spend part of my summer at Channel Six and would definitely recommend the internship program for other advisers, both in broadcast and print. 

