Journalism Standards

Standard 1

Media and Society

Students explore the role of journalism in society through the study of significant historical events and personalities. Students will recognize and apply legal and ethical standards as they relate to media issues.  

History

1.1 Understand importance of media history as it relates to contemporary journalistic practice.

1.2 Analyze media’s impact on various forms of governments and societies.

Law

1.3 Apply knowledge of First Amendment Law to current media issues.

1.4 Apply knowledge of First Amendment Law to high school students.

Ethics

1.5 Evaluate past and current standards practiced by professional journalists.

1.6 Analyze/critique ethics of specific journalistic issues.

Standard 2

Media Analysis

Students analyze media in a variety of forms by studying the way information is transmitted and received.

Communication Process

2.1 Identify elements of a communication model and explain their function.

2.2 Compare and contrast communication process for a variety of media forms.

Fact/Opinion, Persuasion, Balance

2.3 Recognize positive and negative forms of persuasion.

2.4 Analyze and evaluate media for objective/subjective coverage.

Standard 3

Writing: Writing Process

Students study and critique journalistic writing for media. Students demonstrate a command of standard English, the writing process, and journalistic style.

Grammar and Mechanics of Writing

3.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, sentence and paragraph structure, consistent use of verb tenses, and an understanding of English usage.

3.2 Produce writing that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and capitalization. 

Research Methods

3.3 Develop interviewing techniques appropriate and effective for obtaining information.

3.4 Incorporate a variety of credible research methods including personal interviews, text and electronic resources to gather information. 

Editing, Revision

3.5 Evaluate writing with suggestions for improving organization, tone, style, clarity, and focus. 

3.6 Revise, edit, and proofread. Apply conventional editing marks to proofread copy. Use a style manual to assure consistency.

Standard 4

Writing Application

(Journalistic Writing Styles) 

Students demonstrate writing styles appropriate for a variety of journalistic forms. They will use writing strategies outlined in Standard 4—Writing process to:

4.1 Write objective articles (news, features, and/or sports stories) that:


*site attribution for sources of information

*are adequately researched to present all sides of a story 


*use a variety of creative leads 

*organize material to adequately inform reader

4.2 write opinion articles (editorials, columns, and/or reviews) that:

*use appropriate persuasive techniques 

*site attribution for sources of information

*are adequately researched 

*use a variety of creative leads 

*organize material to adequately inform reader

Standard 5

Media Design Principles

Students explore use of design elements, principles, and visual concepts inl publications.

5.1 Evaluate role of photography and or videography in variety of journalistic forms.

5.2 Evaluate role of art and infographics in variety of journalistic forms.

5.3 Identify pages for publication, web site, or video that use effective design principles to enhance readership/understanding. 

Standard  6

Media Design Application

Students will combine writing, design elements and visual concepts to communicate information to an audience. They will use strategies outlined in Standard 5—Media Design Principles to:

6.1 Produce page/pages for publication or video segment for broadcast.

6.2 Incorporate graphic tools such as photography or art to enhance readability and appeal for an audience.

Standard 7

Media Leadership and Management

Students will learn interpersonal communications, business techniques and leadership skills to manage media projects.

7.1 Identify current business practices used in journalistic productions.

7.2 Evaluate a variety of forms of staff organization and management in journalistic fields.

7.3 Evaluate the integration or “convergence” of media forms to effectively inform the public.

